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Words of Wisdom... 

 

"The outer conditions 
of a person's life will 
always be found to 
reflect their inner 

beliefs." 
 

James Allen 1864-1912 
(writer and not a 

relative!) 
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ENJOY THE WEEKEND! 

For a lot of people, Labor Day means two things: a day off 
and the end of summer. But why is it called Labor Day? Labor 

Day is a day set aside to pay tribute to working men and 
women. It has been celebrated as a national holiday in the 

United States and Canada since 1894. 
     

     Labor union themselves celebrated the first labor days in 
the United States, although there's some speculation as to 
exactly who came up with the idea. Most historians credit 
Peter McGuire, general secretary of the Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners and a co-founder of the American 
Federation of Labor, with the original idea of a day for 
workers to show their solidarity. Others credit Matthew 
Maguire, later the secretary of Local 344 of the International 
Association of Machinists in Paterson, N.J. 
 
     The first Labor Day parade occurred September 5, 1882, in 
New York City. The workers' unions chose the first Monday 
in September because it was halfway between Independence 
Day and Thanksgiving. The idea spread across the country, 
and some states designated Labor Day as a holiday before the 
federal holiday was created. 

     In 1894, President Grover Cleveland signed a law 
designating the first Monday in September as Labor Day 
nationwide. This is interesting because Cleveland was not a 
labor union supporter. In fact, he was trying to repair some 
political damage that he suffered earlier that year when he sent 
federal troops to put down a strike by the American Railway 
Union at the Pullman Co. in Chicago, IL. That action resulted 
in the deaths of 34 workers. 
 
     Membership in labor unions in the United States reached 
an all-time high in the 1950s when about 40 percent of the 
work force belonged to unions. Today, union membership is 
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Now - October 29 ... 
Farmers' Market every 
Saturday, Aitkin, MN 

 
September 10 ... 

Brewfest, Aitkin, MN 
 

September 14... Main 
Street Ohio 

 
October 5-8 ... NRPA, 

St. Louis, MO 
 

November 10-22 ... 
Christmas in Uganda 

 

 

 

 

about 14 percent of the working population. Labor Day now 
carries less significance as a celebration of working people 
and more as the end of summer. Schools, government offices 
and businesses are closed on Labor Day so people can get in 
one last trip to the beach or have one last cookout before the 
weather starts to turn colder. 
  

Happy Labor Day!  
  

  
 
 

 

  Have you bought a copy of my sponsorship book yet and/or 
DVD?  If not, click on the left ... Sylvia's books ... and order.  I 

guarantee if you follow the rules you will increase your 
sponsorship sales by a minimum of 10% or your money 

back.   
  

Want a preview?  Click here! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyR6vOJzxm7UmueLOkN9bNQ 
 

 Sylvia Allen 
Allen Consulting,89 Middletown Road, Holmdel, NJ 07733 

732 946 2711/cell 732 241 1144 
sylvia@allenconsulting.com  
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